
The Season for Giving Thanks 
 

This is the season where people begin to think about Thanksgiving Day.  Thoughts go 
to the family gathering to enjoy each other’s company, to watch the Thanksgiving Day 
parade or a football game; but most of all, thoughts go to the Thanksgiving meal, the 
turkey, the stuffing, the mashed potatoes, greens beans, and of course the cranberry 
sauce.  It is a once-a-year feast that very few do not enjoy. 
 
But sadly, on that day, as the family gathers together, not much thought goes beyond 
the activities of the day and stuffing one’s self silly with turkey and all the trimmings. 
And yet, Thanksgiving goes much deeper than that.  It is a time of year to stop and 
give thanks to the Lord for His abounding grace and blessings toward us in His 
provision.  Thanksgiving day began with the Pilgrims, who celebrated the bounty of the 
harvest the first years they were in America.  And they knew that the harvest came 
from the Lord.  They tilled the soil, and planted seed, but it was the Lord God who 
brought the rains and cause the seed to grow.    
 
And yet, this is true of anything that man puts his hands to do.  Whether it is an 
increase in the yield of a crop, or heads of cattle, or an increase in one’s investment, or 
the success of a business, or job promotion, or even a good grade in school, it is the 
Lord who has blessed the work of our hands.  We learn this truth from Psalm 127:1, “ 
Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; unless the LORD 
guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”   And so we see that as we 
prepare for this season of giving thanks let us remember that all the blessings we have 
come from the Lord, according to His grace and mercy.   
 
But Let us also not forget one more reason to be thankful without which the other 
blessings would be meaningless. The Lord Jesus Christ has blessed all those who have 
been redeemed by His blood, which He shed on the cross once and for all time for the 
forgiveness of sins on behalf of all who believe in Him and rest their salvation in that 
one atoning sacrifice; that is, all who Christ has renewed by the Holy Spirit.  He has 
blessed all who put their trust in Him with healing and hope of eternal life.  What a 
wonderful gift that God has given, a gift for which we did not labor, or earn, the free 
gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord, which ought to make us all the more 
grateful as we prepare for this season of giving thanks.  Let us give thanks, therefore, 
this Thanksgiving Day, and everyday for that matter, to the Lord for the Lord’s many 
wonderful blessings, but especially the one that is in Jesus Christ.  Let us say with the 
apostle Paul, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!”  (2 Corinthians 9:15) 
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