
The Necessity of Grace in the Salvation of Sinners, Part 2 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJ) 

 
In the previous column I began a series discussing the necessity of grace and faith in 
the salvation of sinners, using Ephesians 2:8-9 as a starting point.  Working through 

Scripture, we are answering two questions concerning the two fundamental and 
necessary doctrines of the Christian faith, grace and faith.  The two questions are, 

“What is grace and faith, as it is used in Ephesians 2:8-9?” And then, “What makes 
grace alone and faith alone necessary to salvation?”  I am addressing each question, 
respectively: grace first, then faith.  

 
In the first column in this series, I answered the question, “What is grace, as it is used 
Ephesians 2:8-9?”  From God’s Word we learned that grace is “a sovereign act of God, 
whereby He, without obligation or condition, bestows upon the sinner the spiritual 
blessing of salvation, strictly and solely based upon His good purposes and pleasure 
which is motivated by His everlasting love for His elect, who are unworthy and 
undeserving of even the very least of His favors. In short, it is the unmerited and 
undeserved favor of God towards sinners for salvation.  And this is the meaning that is 
understood in Ephesians 2:8 and 9.” 
 
Having answered the question, “What is grace?” we are now able to answer the 
question, “What makes grace alone necessary to salvation?”  We caught a glimpse of 

the answer to this next question as we discussed the biblical definition of what grace is, 
which will be expanded upon in this column.  

 
In defining what grace is, we learned that works and grace are in opposition; no work 
of any human, except for the work of Jesus Christ on the cross, will save. Human effort 

will neither save a person from the penalty, nor absolve him from the guilt of sin.  That 
comes exclusively by the blood of Christ on the cross. Two reasons were given: the 
sinful nature of man, who is totally depraved; and the nature of the God of the Bible, 

who is holy, just, and absolutely sovereign over all His creation, including His greatest 
work, man, who He made in His own image.  It is the first reason that will be the focus 
of this column, which is the reason that “makes grace alone necessary to salvation.”   
 
The depravity of man is taught throughout Scripture.  Several Scripture references were 
given in my last column to ponder the hopeless and helpless natural state and condition 

of all mankind, which are: Genesis 2:17; 8:21; Psalm 14:2-4; 51:5; Jeremiah 17:9; 
Romans 3:9-18. It is because of mankind’s hopeless and helpless state and condition 
that makes grace alone is necessary to the salvation of the sinner. 

 
In context of the two verses quoted at the beginning this column, we need only to 
consider the first five verses of Ephesians Chapter 2 to support the Biblical teaching of 
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the necessity of grace alone for salvation.  We read in those five verses, “And you He 
made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according 
to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted 
ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. But God, who is rich in mercy, 
because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved) . . .” 
(Ephesians 2:1-5). We see from this passage in God’s word that man is incapable of 
saving himself and, according Romans 3:9-18, man does not even see his need to be 

saved by God from his sins, nor does he desire it; he is okay with his sinful condition, 
which is really the meaning of the words, “dead in trespasses and sins.”  This state of 
mankind is referred to as the “natural man” – and because of being dead in trespasses 

and sins the natural man is in bondage to His sins (verse 2), and under the 
condemnation and wrath of God (verse 3). 
 

In these two verses, we see that because the natural man is dead in trespasses and 
sins, he is described in verse 2 as being a “son of disobedience”  conducting his or her 
in manner that is contrary to God’s word, contrary to the obedience required by God in 

His word. When it says the natural man is “dead,” it is speaking not just of his inability 
to choose to obey God, it speaks of a lack of desire to so.  It is not a matter of the 
natural man being willing to obey and serve God, according to God’s word.  On the 

contrary, the natural man does not “will” to live rightly before God, though the natural 
man thinks he trying to do so – even man’s best efforts are as “filthy rags” in the sight 
of God (Isaiah 64:6). 

 
In verse 3, we see that because the natural man is dead in his trespasses and sins, 
conducting his life according to “the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind,” the natural man is under the wrath of God and stands condemned 
before God. We read in Romans 3:19, “Now we know that whatever the law says, it 
says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the 
world may become guilty before God.”  Further, when Scripture tells us the natural man 
is a child “of wrath,” this state of being under guilt and condemnation is a state into 

which all mankind is born (Psalm 51:5; Genesis 8:21) – unless something radical 
changes in the natural man’s state and condition. 
 

This radical change to the natural man is solely an act of God working His grace in the 
natural man making the sinner alive from being dead in trespasses and sins, which is 
seen from verses 4 and 5.  We see that it is God, “who is rich in mercy, because of His 
great love” toward those He had “chosen from before the foundation of world” 
(Ephesians 1:4) that makes the radical change that is necessary for His chosen ones to 
be saved, which was motivated solely by His grace. The apostle puts in parenthesis at 

the end of verse 5, “by grace you have been saved” to tell us that grace alone is 
necessary to the salvation of man; and it is by that grace of God the natural man is 
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changed to a save man. That work of grace transforms the son of disobedience from a 
child of wrath under the guilt and condemnation of sin, into a child of God, born again 

by the Holy Spirit (John 3:5), and gives him or her the gift of faith, as we see in verse 8 
of Ephesians Chapter 2. 
 

Thus, we see that it is the depravity of mankind and his bondage to sin and 
condemnation that makes grace alone necessary to salvation.  The atoning work of 
Christ on the cross on behalf of sinners like you and I made satisfaction for our sins 

once and for all time; and it by God’s grace that we are able to understand and put our 
trust in that work of Christ (faith) and rest from our evil work, enjoying Him and 

worshipping Him by faith to His glory for eternity.  Won’t you this day turn to Christ by 
faith with a repentant heart? If you will, you will evidence that work grace that is 
necessary to your salvation to the glory of God, forever. 
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