
The Necessity of Grace in the Salvation of Sinners 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJ) 

 
These are two of the most well beloved verses in the Bible for true believers in Christ. 
They help us understand the truth that the salvation of sinners, like you and me, is by 

grace alone through faith alone, and not by any effort exerted by the sinner. There is 
nothing a sinner can add to the one atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross, nor 

does the sinner “cooperate” with God’s pleading to be chosen by Him. Rather, salvation 
is wholly an act of God, as is taught in Scripture. This will be the focus of this column, 
and my next few articles.  In the last article of this series, I will explain the significance 

and the importance of having a proper understanding of these two essential doctrines 
of salvation and how they affect the person who has been saved by grace through 
faith—or I should say—how they are evidenced by the person who has been blessed by 

God with the gift of salvation, the gift of eternal life. 
 
From these two verses we will draw out two doctrines, grace and faith, that are wholly 

unique to the Christian faith, and most of all, essential to having a proper 
understanding of the salvation of man from the condemnation and bondage of sin, 
under which all mankind is held captive.  Indeed, without grace there would be no 

salvation, and without faith no one would ever believe in Jesus Christ who saved His 
elect—sinners like you and me—by His blood once shed on the cross some 2,000 years 
ago.  In discussing grace and faith in this and the following columns, I will address two 

basic questions: “What is grace and faith, as it is used in Ephesians 2:8-9?” And then, 
“What makes grace alone and faith alone necessary to salvation?”  I will address each 

question with respect to grace first, then faith. 
 
In understanding the essential nature of grace in the salvation of God’s elect, we need 

to first answer the question, “What is grace, especially as it is used in Ephesians 2:8-9?”  
To help understand what grace is, we must understand it in terms of what it is not. 
Grace is seen in Scripture as the opposite to works; in fact, grace has nothing to do 

with the works of man. We see this from various passages in God’s Word. Romans 4:4 
states, “Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.”  And 
in Romans 11:5-6 we read, “Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; 
otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise 
work is no longer work.”  We see from these verses that election by God is by grace, as 

opposed to works.  Grace is the antithesis of works; indeed, we could conclude that if 
election was a result of any work of a person, then salvation would be owed by God, in 
payment for man’s efforts.    

 
And yet, for man to put God under obligation, to owe salvation to a person, as though it 
is a debt, is impossible.  Why? The reason is two-fold: first, the depravity of man, which 
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is the result our first parents, Adam and Eve, at the instigation of the devil, because of 
which all mankind died spiritually and became a slave to sin. Scripture is replete with 

this teaching. (Here are just a few Scripture references to ponder the hopeless and 
helpless natural state and condition of all mankind: Genesis 2:17; 8:21; Psalm 14:2-4; 
51:5; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:9-18.)  As a result of man’s sinful nature, even his best 

righteous works are tainted with sin, as we learn from Isaiah 64:6a, where we read, 
“. . . we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy 
rags . . .”  Thus, we see that the depravity of man makes it impossible for man to 

obligate God to save him from the due penalty of sin, which is eternal death and 
damnation (the wage that is “owed” to man – Romans 6:23a). 

 
The second reason that it is impossible for man to put God under obligation, to owe 
salvation to a person as though it is a debt, is because it would be contrary to the very 

nature of God, our Creator.  God has not only created all that there is, both in the 
heavens and on earth, and every living thing and creature that dwells on it, including 
man, He also sovereignly rules over all of His creation. This means that God’s eternal 

will cannot be frustrated or overthrown by anything or anyone. We learn this from 
passages such as, “The LORD of hosts has sworn, saying, ‘Surely, as I have thought, so 
it shall come to pass, And as I have purposed, so it shall stand’” (Isa 14:24); “For the 
LORD of hosts has purposed, And who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, And who 
will turn it back?" (verse 27; see also 46:9-11); and in the New Testament, “. . . when 
Rebecca also had conceived . . . (for the children not yet being born, nor having done 
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of 
works but of Him who calls) . . . I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.  So then it is not of him 
who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy” (Excerpts from Romans 
9:10-16). 
 

Therefore, we can reasonably conclude that according to God’s Word, grace has nothing 
to do with man’s works. Man’s works, no matter how good or righteous they appear to 

us, cannot and will not earn or merit God’s blessing of salvation.  Knowing what grace is 
not, we can now define what the biblical meaning of grace is—a sovereign act of God, 
whereby He, without obligation or condition, bestows upon the sinner the spiritual 

blessing of salvation, strictly and solely based upon His good purposes and pleasure 
which is motivated by His everlasting love for His elect, who are unworthy and 
undeserving of even the very least of His favors. In short, it is the unmerited and 
undeserved favor of God towards sinners for salvation.  And this is the meaning that is 
understood in Ephesians 2:8 and 9. 
 

Having answered the question, “What is grace?” we are now able to answer the 
question, “What makes grace alone necessary to salvation?”  We caught a glimpse of 
the answer to this next question as we discussed the biblical definition of what grace is. 

This will be further expanded upon as this second question is addressed in my next 
article.  In the meantime, I will leave you with two things to ponder: 1.What are the 
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implications of what grace means in light of the salvation that is from God through 
Christ Jesus our Lord and His one atoning sacrifice on the cross?  2. How would you 

interact with those who have not earned or merited your consideration, or worse, have 
earned or merited quite the opposite?  I might suggest the following passages for 
meditation and application of the truths presented here. (Matthew 5:43-48; Romans 

12:17-21). 
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