
The Authenticity and Authority of the Bible 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NKJ). 
 
In the last column that I wrote I began a series of columns to help readers in 
understanding the authenticity and authority of the Bible. I had to take a break from 
writing for a few months, but would like to now continue to the next column in that 
series.  In this column I will address the meaning of inspiration and the self-
authenticating evidence of the Bible’s inspiration.  
 
In the last column, the necessity of the inspiration of the Bible was discussed.  Though 
man was created in the image of God, and knows that He exists because he bears 
God’s image, God nonetheless needed to reveal Himself to man, even before the fall of 
man. God’s attributes, His thoughts, His ways are beyond man’s thoughts and ways.  
God is beyond the imagination of mankind and can only be known by special revelation.   
 
Further, after the fall of Adam and Eve all mankind fell into sin.  As a result man fell into 
darkness and ignorance, blinded by sin, his understanding of right and wrong became 
corrupt, and his heart hardened. Because of man’s fallen nature, it was necessary for 
God to so work in him to open his eyes so that he would be able to understand the 
things revealed in God’s special revelation, the Bible (I Corinthians 2:12, 14). 
 
With this understanding, we will now consider what is meant when it is said that the 
Bible is inspired by God, which serves to establish the authority of the Bible. In the 
verse referenced at the beginning of this column, it declares, “All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God.” The word in Greek translated “inspiration” literally means God-
breathed. But what does it means to be God-breathed?  There are three different views 
that are held concerning its meaning: the mechanical view, the dynamic view, and the 
organic view. 
 
The mechanical view holds that God literally dictated what the human writers of the 
Bible had to write, as if they were totally passive, with their minds contributing nothing 
to the content or form of their writings. But this view is not supported by the biblical 
record. God used writers who, in some cases, gathered their materials from sources at 
hand, such as what we read in I Kings 11:41; Luke 1:1-4; I John 1:1-4. It is evident 
from these and other passages that the writers recorded their own experiences and 
wrote using their own peculiar style. The style of Isaiah differed from Jeremiah, and the 
style of Paul differed from John. 
 
The dynamic view of inspiration holds that the process of inspiration as affecting only 
the writers, with no direct bearing on their writings. This view sees the writer as having 
a heightened mental and spiritual life that was greater in degree than that of the 



spiritual illumination of all believers.  However, this view does little to do justice to the 
biblical view of inspiration. 
 
The proper view of inspiration is the organic view.  This view holds that the Holy Spirit 
moved the writers in such a way that it would not violate the laws of their own inner 
being.  This means that God used them just as they were; working with their character, 
temperament, gifts, talents, education, culture, vocabulary and style to reveal Himself, 
His will, His way, and His salvation to His people.  While the Holy Spirit illumined their 
mind, aided their memory (John 16:13-15), repressed the influence of sin on their 
writings, and guided them in the expression of thoughts even to the choice of the 
words, He at the same time gave them freedom to include the results of their own 
investigations, write of their own experiences, and imprint their own style and language 
on their books. 
 
Under this view it would not be a contradiction to say that the Bible is verbally inspired, 
extending inspiration to the very words employed by the writers; and yet not 
mechanically inspired. The doctrine of verbal inspiration is fully supported by Scripture.  
For example, we are told specifically that Lord told Moses and Joshua exactly what to 
write (Leviticus Chapters 3 and 4; 6:1, 24; Joshua 1:1; 4:1; 6:2, and so on).  The 
prophets speak of Jehovah as putting His words into their mouths (Jeremiah 1:9), and 
as directing them to speak His words to the people (Ezekiel 3:4, 10-11). And Paul 
designates his words as the words “the Holy Spirit teaches” (1 Corinthians 2:13). 
 
In understanding what the inspiration of the Bible means, we can also see how the 
Bible is self-authenticating as to its inspiration.  It is an irrefutable doctrine of Scripture 
and not an invention of man.  As such, it is safe to declare that the whole Bible, and the 
Bible only, is God’s special revelation with the full weight of authority of God Himself 
that lives on and brings even now life, light and holiness to those who find in it Jesus 
Christ who is the Life, the Truth, and the Way to the just and holy God, the Creator of 
all that there is, and the Redeemer of all who belong to Him by grace alone through 
faith alone. 
 
Won’t you this day, by faith with a repentant heart, come to Christ, putting your trust in 
Him alone for your salvation?  Rest alone in His atoning sacrifice on the cross for the 
forgiveness of sins, embracing Him with a believing heart in that living hope by His 
resurrection – that is, everlasting life. 
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