
The Authenticity and Authority of the Bible 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NKJ). 
 
In the verse quoted above we are told that all the Scripture of the Bible is inspired by 
God; that is, God breathed.  But in what way is the Bible, containing the Old and New 
Testaments, inspired?  Over the next few columns I will address this question, 
beginning with the necessity of the Bible being inspired by God.  I will then discuss the 
meaning of inspiration, the evidence of the Bible being inspired; what makes it uniquely 
inspired by God as opposed to other writings that claim to be from God; and finally, the 
authority and the implications of the inspiration of Bible to all of mankind. 
 
In writing these columns, I hope to reassure the faith of those who are true believers in 
Jesus Christ, and to promote the Christian faith as not just another religion amongst 
many other religions, but rather, a religion like no other, having its authority established 
by the only true and living Triune God. This God, who masterfully moved a number of 
men to write God’s revelation of Himself and His plan of salvation for fallen men, did so 
in a collection of 66 books and letters over a millennium.  The uniformity, consistency, 
and inerrancy of the Bible in its original manuscripts uniquely communicate His will and 
His plan of salvation, which is by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone, 
so that by His power, He might be known and glory given to Him alone, as due Him 
who is uniquely our Creator and Redeemer.  
 
In previous columns, I have written concerning the attributes of the God of the Bible, 
quoting the Bible to ensure the reader that the particular attribute of God being 
considered was drawn from God’s revelation of Himself, not from the imagination of a 
man, or men. In the Belgic Confession, it begins with a declaration of faith in the God 
who is “one only simple and spiritual Being . . . and that He is eternal, 
incomprehensible, invisible, immutable, infinite, almighty, perfectly wise, just, good, and 
the overflowing fountain of all good.”   
 
It is because the God of the Bible is like no other god of any other religion and is 
incomprehensible, and beyond the bounds of any man’s imagination, it is necessary 
that He reveal Himself to man.  Though man may deny God’s existence, he knows God 
exists and is without excuse, being made in the image of God. That is, all mankind will 
be held accountable to the God who, since the creation of the world, has made clearly 
known His invisible attributes, being understood by the things that are made, “His 
eternal power and Godhead” (Romans 1:20). But because of the depravity of man, his 
thoughts became futile and his foolish heart darkened, suppressing the truth concerning 
God in unrighteousness.  Man, by nature, is prone to change the “glory of the 
incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man-- and birds and four-footed 
animals and creeping things” (Romans 1:21, 18, 23). This includes the person who flat 



out denies the existence of God (Psalm 14). Because man is by nature prone to 
conceive of God in a corrupt way, it is necessary that “He makes Himself more clearly 
and fully known to us by His holy and divine Word, that is to say, as far as is necessary 
for us to know in this life, to His glory and our salvation” (Belgic Confession, Article 2). 
 
If God had not revealed Himself to man in the general revelation of His creation 
(including making man in His image), preservation, and the government of the 
universe; and also in the special revelation of Himself in the written word of the Bible, 
man would never acquire any true knowledge of God. In other words, man can know 
God only in so far as God actively makes Himself known. God must first communicate 
knowledge of Himself to man, and can only become the object of study by man in so 
far as man takes hold of it and reflects on that knowledge conveyed to him by 
revelation. 
 
Thus, we have seen that because of the fallen nature of man, whose heart is hardened 
toward God and his mind darkened by sin, it is necessary that God reveal Himself to 
mankind, moving certain men of the Old and New Testaments to write all that was 
necessary for man to know of God for His glory and the salvation of sinners, like you 
and me. 
 
However, even with God having revealed Himself to man in these two ways, it is not 
human reason that discovers God, but it is God who discloses Himself through the eyes 
of faith, given to all who belong to Him by God the Holy Spirit in the preaching of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  It is this Jesus who suffered and died on the cross for the 
forgiveness of sins, the salvation of condemned sinners, and for redemption from the 
bondage to sin, the world, and the devil. It is also by His resurrection that He overcame 
death, whereby those for whom He died are assured of everlasting life both of body 
and soul.   
 
Won’t you this day, by faith with a repentant heart, come to Christ, putting your trust in 
Him alone for your salvation?  And doing so, you can rest in His atoning sacrifice on the 
cross for the forgiveness of sins, embracing with a believing heart in that living hope by 
His resurrection – that is, everlasting life. 
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