
Justice and Mercy Meet in Jesus Christ 

“Righteous are You, O LORD, And upright are Your judgments.  Your testimonies, which 
You have commanded, are righteous and very faithful” (Psalm 119:137-138 NKJ). 
 
When Scripture speaks of God being righteous, it is referring to His justice, which is one 
of many of His attributes. In other words, the nature of God is such that He is said to 
be Just, or Righteous. And yet, this God of justice is also a merciful God. His mercy is 
also one of His attributes, as we learn from Psalm 108:3, “The LORD is merciful and 
gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy” (Psalm 103:8 NKJ). There are many 
people who would acknowledge that God is a merciful God, but would deny His justice.  
However, to deny His justice is to deny who He is, according to what He has revealed to 
us about Himself in His word, the Bible. It also makes no sense to deny His justice and 
only embrace His mercy, goodness, and love. Without His justice, His mercy becomes 
meaningless, or at best possesses little significance. It is with this in mind we will first 
consider what it means when the Lord God reveals to us in Scripture that He is Just; 
and then we will consider His attribute or character of mercy, and how God reconciles 
His justice and mercy. 
 
Just for clarification sake, when Scripture tells us that God is a Just God, it is not 
referring to the idea of “fairness.” Fairness is a moral and ethical issue; it embraces 
neither justice, nor mercy, and is, therefore, a wholly different issue.  On the other hand, 
Justice and more particularly the justice of God is, by its very nature, a legal or forensic 
issue. Justice strengthens and infinitely increases the significance and gives definition 
to the meaning of mercy. Contrary to the common belief of our day, mercy is also a 
legal or forensic term.  Thus, fairness and Justice must not be confused or compounded 
one with the other. 
 
We will now consider first the Justice of God. There are many passages in the Bible that 
tell us that God is Just or Righteous, including the one cited at the beginning of this 
column. For example (and there many others), in Ezra 9:15 we read Ezra declaring, “O 
LORD God of Israel, You are righteous . . .” In Nehemiah 9:8, Nehemiah declares, “. . . 
You are righteous.”  In John 17:25, Jesus, according to His human nature, addresses 
His heavenly Father, “O righteous Father!”  Jesus Christ Himself, according to His Deity, 
is referred to in 2 Timothy 4:8 this way, “the Lord, the righteous Judge,” and in 
Revelation 16:5 the angel in heaven addresses Jesus Christ, “You are righteous, O Lord, 
The One who is and who was and who is to be, Because You have judged these things.” 
(Cf. 1:8; 4:8). 
 
Because God, according to His nature, is Just or Righteous, He can do nothing except 
act in a righteous or just manner.  We see this from the passage quoted at the 
beginning of this column, Psalm 119:137-138.  We also learn this from Psalm 145:17, 
where David declares in first part of that verse, “The LORD is righteous in all His 
ways . . .”  Further, since the Lord is Sovereign and rules over all things, having created 



all that there is, He is the righteous Lawgiver, who imposes His laws upon all of creation, 
especially His moral and spiritual laws upon mankind, who is created in His image. He 
does so whether directly through His written word, the Bible, or by virtue of every 
human being bearing His image, upon whose heart God’s law is imprinted, knowing 
what is required of him by God, as we learn from Romans 2:14-15; 5:12-14; and John 
1:17 (which is suppressed in unrighteousness by the unregenerate person). 
 
And as the righteous Lawgiver, God requires of everyone perfect and complete 
obedience to His laws, which when created by God in the beginning man was able to do 
being in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-28, 31); however, he lost that ability from the 
fall and disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve, in Paradise.  Since the fall of 
Adam and Eve, all of mankind is conceived and born in a state of sin and rebellion; at 
enmity with God.  This depraved state of man is taught throughout Scripture, which can 
be understood from the following passages, Genesis 8:21; Psalm 14:1-3; 51:5; 
Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:9-18; and Ephesians 2:1-3. In fact, we learn that even if a 
person kept all of the commandments of God and failed only in one, that person would 
be guilty of transgressing the whole law (James 2:10-11). As a result of man’s 
sinfulness, both his inborn sin and his actual sins, God, according to His justice, must 
punish them in righteous judgment in time and eternity; punish with extreme, that is 
with everlasting punishment both of body and soul (Galatians 3:10; Deuteronomy 27:26; 
Hebrews 9:27; Romans 1:18; Psalm 5:5-6; Matthew 25:41). 
 
Therefore as a result of man’s sin and his guilt before the Just God, which in turn makes 
him deserving of everlasting punishment both of body and soul, the question may be 
asked, “How can a person be reconciled to God and restored to right fellowship with 
God?”  This can only be accomplished by making satisfaction for his sins, satisfying the 
justice of God. But because of man’s inability to keep the law of God, much less make 
satisfaction for sin, since his best righteous works are viewed by God as filthy rags and 
unacceptable to Him being tainted with sin (Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:19-20; 7:14), we 
must look to God’s mercy alone. “But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and 
gracious, Longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth” (Psalm 86:15).  This 
abundant mercy of God is seen in the One person who is the only Mediator qualified to 
satisfy the requirements of law and make satisfaction for the sins of men; thus, 
satisfying God’s justice. 
 
According to God’s mercy, pardon from the penalty of sins is obtained, reconciling the 
sinner to God and restoring him to right fellowship with the Just and Righteous God. 
But God’s mercy cannot be at the expense of His justice, since to show mercy without 
satisfying His justice God would have to deny Himself, which He cannot do.  So how is it 
that mercy is shown toward the guilty, who are deserving of his eternal wrath, without 
sacrificing His justice?  Justice and mercy meet in Jesus Christ.   
 
Jesus Christ paid the penalty for the sins of all who belong to Him, reconciling them to a 
right relationship with God. Jesus Christ, who knew no sin, a perfect and righteous man, 



was imputed with, and bore the punishment for, the sins of all who would believe in 
Him (Isaiah 53:6; 2 Corinthians 5:19, 21). God showed mercy to sinners, like you and 
me, by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, to make satisfaction to His justice.   Jesus not 
only obtained the pardon for sins but also became the sinner’s righteousness before the 
Just God. Jesus Christ saved the sinner from eternal death, which he deserved (Romans 
6:23). He also obtained everlasting life on his behalf. In Ephesians 2:4-5 we read, “But 
God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when 
we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved)”  (Eph 2:4-5 NKJ).  Having satisfied the justice of God for sinners, He 
“wiped out the handwriting (the certificate of debt with its . . .) requirements that was 
against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed 
it to the cross.”  This is true mercy.  That means that the sinner does not receive what 
is justly due him, without causing harm to, or sacrificing the justice of the Just God.  It 
is in this way also that God is both, “just and justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” 
(Romans 3:26). 
 
God is indeed a just God, but He is also a merciful God, which is evidenced by Jesus 
Christ where justice meets mercy; justice is satisfied and mercy granted for the 
salvation of all who come to Christ by faith in repentance of sin. Won’t you this day rest 
your soul in God’s mercy looking by faith to Jesus Christ alone, in His one atoning work 
on the cross for your salvation, the forgiveness of sins, righteousness, and everlasting 
life? 
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