
The Necessity of Faith in the Salvation of Sinners, Part 4 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJ) 
 
This week I will conclude the series of columns concerning the necessity of grace and 
faith in the salvation of sinners, using Ephesians 2:8-9 as a starting point.  Working 
through Scripture, I have been answering two questions concerning the two 
fundamental and necessary doctrines of the Christian faith, grace and faith.  The two 
questions are, “What is grace and faith, as it is used in Ephesians 2:8-9?” And then, 
“What makes grace alone and faith alone necessary to salvation?”  I am addressing 
each question, respectively: grace was first, now faith.  
 
Having answered the two questions concerning grace and the first question concerning 
faith, we will now address the second question regarding faith. The second question is, 
“What makes faith alone necessary to salvation, as it is used in Ephesians 2:8-9?”  In 
answering this question with regards to grace, we considered the natural state of 
mankind, who is by nature sinful and rebellious, prone to hatred of God and his 
neighbor.  So also as we answer this question with regards to faith, we must consider 
mankind’s sinful or depraved nature and its effect on him as it relates to faith and his or 
her salvation. 
 
God created man good and after His own image; in true righteousness and holiness for 
the purpose that man might rightly know God his Creator, heartily love Him, and live 
with Him in eternal blessedness, to praise and glorify Him. However, when our first 
parents, Adam and Eve fell and disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden, mankind’s nature 
became so corrupt that ever since we are all conceived and born in sin (Psalm 51:5; 
Ephesians 2:2-3; Heidelberg Catechism #s 6-8).  Therefore, mankind is not only 
incapable of coming to God by true faith, he does not even desire to do so, unless he is 
born again by the Holy Spirit.  Man's strivings are futile—which is the reason there are 
so many religions in the world—he seeks to define God in his own terms, with his own 
imagination and faith efforts. The truth is that man is neither able to come to God, nor 
would he come to God, as God requires in His Word, the Bible. This is only by true faith, 
as defined in my previous column.   
 
In Ephesians 2:8-9, we learn that the faith required for salvation is a faith that is not 
our own, it is a gift of God. This gift from God is necessary, because mankind by nature 
does not possess this faith. Though this faith was possessed by man when God created 
him, it was corrupted by sin, as a result of the Fall of mankind through Adam and Eve. 
This is what is meant in Romans 3:11, where it tells us that no one “. . . understands; 
there is none who seeks after God.”  If you recall from my previous column, true faith 
consists of a sure knowledge that is held for truth all that God has revealed in His word. 
But according to Romans 3:11, this is not possible for mankind by nature; mankind 
does not have the ability to understand God, as He is revealed Himself in His Word. We 
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also read in 1 Corinthians 2:14, “. . . the natural man does not receive that things of the 
Spirit of God . . . nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  Jesus 
said as much to Peter in Matthew 16:17 after Peter declared that Jesus is the Christ. 
Jesus said, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this 
to you, but My Father who is in heaven” (Mat 16:17 NKJ). The truth about Jesus did not 
come to Peter naturally, but had to be revealed by the Father through the working of 
the Holy Spirit opening Peter’s spiritual eyes to the spiritual truth he had just declared, 
to see Jesus for who He really is, the Christ.  Thus, we must ask, “If the natural man 
cannot understand spiritual things, how is it that he can be saved by faith?” 
 
Jesus, in His conversation with Nicodemus, in John Chapter 3, said in verses 15 and 16 
that those who believe in Him will be saved (see also, 6:40). But true faith consisting of 
a proper understanding of the person and work of Christ and His kingdom is impossible 
by the natural person as we have seen from 1 Corinthians 2:14. Jesus also states this 
truth to Nicodemus at the beginning of His discourse to him.  In verse 3 of John 
Chapter 3, Jesus tells Nicodemus, and us also, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one 
is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  A person must be born again by the 
Holy Spirit before that person can even understand the kingdom of God much less 
come to Christ by true faith to be saved. 
 
Finally, we read in Romans 3:19-26 that faith is necessary to the salvation of sinners 
because there is nothing that mankind can do to meet the requirements of God for 
salvation. Attempting to do so on his own, a person will only adds to his guilt before a 
holy God.  And since all mankind by nature falls short of the glory of God, salvation is 
only by Christ’s blood, which was shed on the cross to pay the penalty for the sins of, 
and “redeem from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, 
zealous for good works” (Titus 2:14).  Because the sinner cannot save Himself, he or 
she must be saved by some other means; and that other means is true faith in the only 
Savior of sinners, Jesus Christ,  Indeed, the sinner must put his trust only in the one 
atoning work of Christ on the cross for the forgiveness of sins, righteousness, salvation, 
and everlasting life, resting in the salvation Jesus merited on behalf of all who believe in 
Him by true faith and who come to Him with a repentant heart. 
 
Thus, we see from this series of columns that according to Ephesians 2:8 and 9, that 
because of our depraved and corrupt nature (Ephesians 2:2-3), it necessary for sinners, 
like you and me, be saved by grace through faith – a faith that is not of ourselves, but 
rather a gift from God. Jesus said that no one comes to Him for salvation, except the 
Father draws that person to Him (John 6:44). The Father, according to His undeserved, 
unmerited favor, called grace, draws the sinner to Christ.  He washes and renews that 
sinner, making him or her alive from being dead in his or her sins and trespasses by the 
Holy Spirit. Then that sinner, having been born again by the Spirit is also given the gift 
of faith to believe in Jesus Christ and be saved. 
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Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God” (John 3:16-18 NKJ).  All who believe in Jesus Christ will be saved 
and all who are saved are saved by grace through faith in Christ’s one atoning sacrifice 
on the cross. And all who are saved by grace through faith will glory only in the Lord, 
knowing that his or her salvation was from God only through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Won’t you this day repent and believe in Christ’s gracious atoning work on behalf of 
sinners, resting by faith in the salvation He merited on your behalf all the days of your 
life? It is a matter of life and death, a matter of eternal life or eternal death. 
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