
The Necessity of Faith in the Salvation of Sinners, Part 3 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJ) 

 
In this series of columns I am discussing the necessity of grace and faith in the 
salvation of sinners, using Ephesians 2:8-9 as a starting point.  Working through 

Scripture, I am answering two questions concerning the two fundamental and 
necessary doctrines of the Christian faith, grace and faith.  The two questions are, 

“What is grace and faith, as it is used in Ephesians 2:8-9?” And then, “What makes 
grace alone and faith alone necessary to salvation?”  I am addressing each question, 
respectively: grace first, then faith.  

 
Having answered the two questions concerning grace, we will now address the same 
two questions regarding faith. The first question is, “What is faith, as it is used in 
Ephesians 2:8-9?”  In answering this question, we must first understand what it is not; 
and then, from God’s word will be able to define what faith is.  There are four types of 
faith: 1) historical faith; 2) temporary faith; 3) faith of working miracles; and, 4) 

justifying or saving faith.  The first three are not the kind of faith understood in 
Ephesians 2:8-9, only the fourth type of faith is applicable.  Notwithstanding, we will 
consider briefly the first three, so as to gain a better understanding of justifying or 

saving faith, which we will consider in more detail from God’s word.   
 
1) Historical faith is merely a knowledge of those things which God is said to have done, 

or now does, or will do in the future. It is an intellectual assent only, which is the type 
of faith that demons possess.  They knew who Jesus was, but it was merely an 

intellectual assent to who He was (Matthew 8:29). “. . . the demons believe-- and 
tremble!” (Jam 2:19). Therefore, the type of faith that is understood in Ephesians 2:8-9 
is not this type of faith, as we will soon see. 

 
2) Temporary faith is an ascent to the doctrines of Scripture, accompanied with 
profession and joy, but not a true and persevering joy from an awareness of being the 

object of God’s grace. Rather, this joy endures only for a time until seasons of 
afflictions, then quickly dies away.  Jesus spoke of this type faith in the parable of the 
Sower in Matthew 13, which Jesus explained that the seed that fell on the “stony 
places” illustrated those who “received the word and immediately receives it with joy,” 
but had no root in themselves and when tribulation or persecution arises because of the 
word, they immediately stumble.  Again, this not the type of faith understood in 

Ephesians 2:8-9. 
 
3) The faith of miracles trusts in the ability of a person to work miracles as though the 

power to perform miracles came from within him or her, or from his or her own will, or 
some other mystical source.  This type of faith of miracles is written about in 
Deuteronomy 13:1-5.  And Jesus warns in Matthew 7:22, “Many will say to Me in that 
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day, `Lord, Lord, have we not . . . cast out demons in Your name, and done many 
wonders in Your name? And then I will declare to them, `I never knew you; depart 
from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” – Therefore, this type of faith is also not the 
type of faith understood in Ephesians 2:8-9. 
 

4) Justifying, or saving faith is the type of faith being referenced in Ephesians 2:8-9. 
Saving faith is that faith that consists of basically two elements, a sure knowledge and a 
hearty trust.  Saving faith is oftentimes referred to as true faith, which how I will refer 

to this type faith hereafter in my columns.  The historical type of faith has only one of 
the elements, a sure knowledge; temporary faith may have some knowledge, but is 

void of “a hearty trust;” faith of miracles could arguably consist of both elements, but 
would hardly qualify as true faith since the object of that faith is in something or 
someone other than Jesus Christ, which Scripture teaches is nothing more than idolatry.  

 
First, true faith is a sure knowledge.  Sure knowledge that is unwavering and without 
doubt.  In James 1:6, we are told that when we ask God for wisdom in the midst of trial 

we are not to ask with a faith tainted with doubt.  It is a sure knowledge that holds for 
truth all that God has revealed to us in His Word.  It is not a general knowledge, but a 
very specific knowledge; it is a holding onto with unwavering conviction, and certainty 

that all that is revealed in God’s Word is true. This type of certainty is expressed in 
Hebrews Chapter 11, verses 1-3, where this type of faith understands that the world 
was created by the power of God calling it into existence from nothing. 

 
The second element to true faith carries with it a confidence equally as strong as a sure 
knowledge; that is, that true faith is also “a hearty trust” – that what God has promised 

He will fulfill; it is a confidence that is worked by the Holy Spirit in the sinner’s heart by 
the hearing of the Gospel that to all who posses true faith, the forgiveness of sins, 
righteousness, salvation are freely given by God, merely of grace, only for the sake of 

Christ’s atoning death on cross. We see this type of faith described in Romans 4:16-18 
that despite all of the appearances to the contrary God is sovereignly governing all 

things to the fulfillment of His good promises and purposes. 
 
Further, according to Ephesians 2:8-9, because this type of faith is a gift of God, unlike 

historical and temporary faith, only those who have been born again by the Holy Spirit 
possess this type faith, it is a gift from God, not of ourselves.  In Philippians 1:29, we 
read that faith was “granted” to the Philippian saints so that they might believe in Jesus 

Christ. 
 
True faith is, therefore, a sure knowledge that holds for truth all that is revealed to us 

in God’s Word, and a hearty trust, which is not of ourselves, but is a gift from God 
given to sinners, merely of God’s grace, by the work of Holy Spirit.  The blessings of 
Christ’s work on the cross, the forgiveness of sins, righteousness and salvation belong 

to all who belong to Christ and are known by their profession of faith in Christ alone 
and rely upon His atoning work alone for their salvation.  This faith is not just a one-
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time event, but this type of faith endures to the end (Philippians 1:6).  This is the faith 
that is understood in Ephesians 2:8-9.  

 
Do you have true faith?  Repent and believe in Christ’s atoning work on behalf of 
sinners, resting in His promise of salvation all the days of your life. It is a matter of life 

and death, a matter of eternal life or eternal death. 
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