
God’s Thoughts 
 
“’For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,’ says the LORD.  
‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, 
And My thoughts than your thoughts.’” (Isaiah 55:8-9)  Why is it that men and women 
think they know more or better than God?  The foolishness of this mindset is borne out 
by the mere fact that mankind’s thoughts change, literally, from day to day and in some 
cases hour to hour.  We are persuaded to one opinion of man one minute and then the 
opposite the next.  There is confusion as to what is true and what is false, because man 
continually changes what is thought to be true from one day to the next (Psalm 94:11).  
Man knows by what he sees, feels, touches, and smells.  He knows by experience.  Not 
so with God, His knowledge is perfect, complete, and absolute. His knowledge does not 
change; he knows the beginning from the end, because He has decreed all things 
whatsoever into existence, and by the power of His word all things were spoken into 
existence and are upheld by Him (Job 21:22; Isaiah 14:24; Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 1:3; 
11:3; Isaiah 46:10 Hebrews 13:8).  
 
Further, by his very nature, man is incapable of knowing what will come to pass, or the 
nature of events and their purpose. But God knows; indeed, He knew what He had 
decreed from eternity and set the course of all things according to His predetermined 
will, including the redemption and salvation of mankind, which is fallen into sin and is in 
bondage to sin, enslaved to his lusts and passions.  Even man’s ability to think was 
affected by the fall of man, when our first parents, Adam and Eve, fell in the Garden of 
Eden (Romans 11:33-34; Isaiah 40:13; Jeremiah 33:18).  As a result of man’s sinful 
nature, he is described in Scripture as one who is spiritually dead, incapable of knowing 
God, as He truly is, incapable of being righteous apart from Jesus Christ alone 
(Ephesians 2:1-3; Romans 3:9-18; Genesis 6:5; 8:21).  Men will go so far as to deny 
that God exists, in order to exalt themselves and their thoughts and ways, and then 
declare from their darkened minds that their thoughts and ways are the highest (Psalm 
14:1-6).  But God does exist, He is the Creator of all things through Christ, and nothing 
exists without Him (Colossians 1:14-17; Hebrews 1:3; Revelation 4:11); and this God 
has revealed Himself in the Bible, which was over a period of a thousand years by sixty-
six writers.  Though written by many men over a long period of time, it is one book that 
is inspired by God, God-breathed every word, and it is thus the word of God.  God 
revealed not only who He is to man through the Bible, He also revealed His way of 
salvation for fallen men, sinners like you and me, like all mankind.  It is a way that man 
cannot conceive, nor will he conceive, for man in all his wisdom and knowledge is 
incapable of conceiving such a wonderful and beautiful salvation, which came at such a 
great expense to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the second person of the Triune God.  In 
1 Corinthians 2:9, we read, “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the 
heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”   
 
Though man is incapable of conceiving or even understanding God’s thoughts or ways, 
because his mind is blinded by sin, there is good news.  The good news is that through 



the preaching of the gospel of Christ and the reading of God’s word, we can know God 
and His way of righteousness and salvation.  1 Corinthians Chapter 2 continues, 
beginning with verse 10, by saying that though we are incapable of knowing the things 
of God and His ways, He does give the Holy Spirit so that we might understand and 
believe those things He has revealed to us concerning Himself, and His way of 
salvation, the only way of salvation (John 14:6; Acts 4:12); that is by believing with our 
whole heart in Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for our sins, and rose again so that 
we might have new life in Him forever (Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians 1:3-14).  It is 
because of the Holy Spirit enlightening the mind, a person is able to know and 
understand that because of Christ’s death on the cross all who have been born again by 
Spirit have been cleansed from sin, and clothed in Christ’s righteousness, and given the 
gift of faith to believe in Him and to live to Him all the days of their lives (1 Corinthians 
2:10-14). Indeed, Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3; see also verses through to 
verse 21).   
 
Do you see now that God’s thoughts and ways are higher than man’s thoughts and 
ways, “as the heavens are higher than the earth”?  Won’t you humble yourself before 
almighty God confess your sins to Him alone in true repentance, and come to Christ by 
true faith, putting your trust in Him alone and His redemption, which He purchased for 
sinners like you and me with His precious blood?  In doing so, that we might know God 
and love Him in the manner that He wants us to love Him, as He has revealed in His 
word, the Bible.  Let us not think that our thoughts and ways are the right thoughts and 
ways (Proverbs 14:12), but let us rather test all our thoughts and notions against the 
Word of truth, the Bible, and humbly submit ourselves, so that He is glorified in all our 
thoughts and ways, and He will bless us through Jesus Christ our only Savior and Lord 
(1 Thessalonians 5:21; Acts 17:11; John 5:37-47). 
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