
Celebrating the Birth of Jesus Christ 

"’Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name 

Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with us’" (Matthew 1:23 NKJ).  These words were spoken 

by the angel of the Lord to Joseph, the betrothed husband of Mary. They were words spoken 

as a means to reassure Joseph that Mary’s pregnancy was not the result of infidelity, but 

rather the result of a very special operation of the Holy Spirit. An operation of the Holy Spirit 

whereby the baby conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary would not be the result of normal 

and natural means, as between a husband and wife. The baby that was conceived in Mary was 

of a supernatural means. The angel Gabriel described how the baby would be conceived when 

he informed Mary that she would bear the Son of God.  We read in Luke Chapter 1, verse 35, 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; 

therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). 

However, it was the reassuring words of the angel of the Lord spoken to Joseph that make it 

clear that the “Son of God” conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary is the Incarnate God, 

“God with us”; that is, the Second person of the Triune God, sent by the Father, to take upon 

Him the very nature of man by the seed of a woman so that He might bear the sins of His 

people and save them from the penalty, power, and presence of sin, the devil, and the world, 

which is what we read in Matthew 1:20-21; Philippians 2:5-8; and Hebrews 2:14-18. 

So you see, it is these words from the angel of the Lord to Joseph that give us great cause to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ during this time of year. The gift-giving and so-called “spirit 

of Christmas” are grounded in the gift that was given to sinners some 2,000 years ago, and 

follow from the greatest gift of God to men everywhere, Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ refers to 

Himself as “the gift of God” in John 4:10 when He spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well. 

And He is the gift of God, because it is through Him the gift of salvation is received by all who 

come to Christ by faith and in repentance of their sins. Indeed, in 1 John 1:2, Christ is referred 

to as “Eternal Life,” and in John 14:6, Jesus refers to Himself as “the Life” for in Him is life 

(John 1:4). 

Though man has earned the wages of sin, which is “death,” the free gift of God through Jesus 

Christ is “eternal life” (Romans 6:23), because of the salvation that He merited for us in His 

one atoning death on the cross.  Indeed, Jesus Christ of the Savior of His people, for “He will 

save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). What greater gift is there than the gift of 

Salvation through Jesus Christ! 

The birth of Jesus Christ ought to bring great joy and rejoicing to the heart of the sinner, for 

His birth marked the salvation of His people, who come from all walks of life, who are 

delivered from all sorts of sins to which they were held in bondage, as noted in 1 Corinthians 

6:9-11 and in Galatians 5:19-21; who come from various backgrounds of society, as seen in 1 



Corinthians 1:26-29; and who come from all sorts of ethnic, and national descent, to include 

redeeming to God by Christ’s blood His chosen people from “every tribe and tongue and 

people and nation” (Revelation 5:9 NKJ). 

From the birth of Jesus Christ comes the salvation of sinners, which brings to all who believe 

in Him great joy and thankfulness.  It is out of this joy and thankfulness that we celebrate 

Christmas in remembrance of the birth of our Savior.  And it is out the joy and thankfulness 

for the gift of Jesus Christ and eternal life He gives that gifts are given and the “spirit of 

Christmas” resounds during this time of year.  Indeed, it is a time of great joy and goodwill 

shown toward one another that makes this a very special time of celebration for without the 

birth of Jesus Christ, there would be no Christmas, no real joy, and no “Christmas spirit.”  

There would be no reason to celebrate for without the birth of Jesus Christ we would still be in 

our sins, under the condemnation of sin, and held in bondage to sin, the devil, and the world.  

Sadly, there are many who do not see Christmas as a time celebration.  For them it is merely a 

time of giving and receiving gifts, a time to give to friends, relatives, and other who are less 

fortunate than them. But the reason for the giving is not really understood, it is more of a duty 

and obligation; it is what we do this time of year and has become an empty and hollow 

tradition that is not really special.  But it doesn’t have to remain an empty and hollow time of 

year.  Jesus Christ was born the Savior of all sinners, who come to Him with repentant hearts 

and by faith in Him alone, resting in His work which He accomplished on the cross on behalf 

His people, shedding His blood on the cross to redeem a special people to Himself, who are 

reconciled to God, no longer separated from Him because of sin; no longer under the 

condemnation of sin, who have been delivered from the bondage of sin, the devil, and the 

world. Further, Jesus Christ has merited on behalf all sinners who come to Him by faith in 

repentance of their sins, eternal life, whereby the believer will spend eternity in the presence 

of the Lord to praise and glorify Him and to serve Him forever.  It is because of this hope in 

Jesus Christ that despite all of the misery and troubles of this life there is great joy and 

thankfulness; for despite “the sufferings of this present time,” the joy of knowing that the 

glory of eternal life has been secured by Jesus Christ will move us to give to others as God has 

given to us; and to share with others the “spirit of Christmas,” all the days of our lives, which 

is through faith in and in the power of Jesus Christ our Lord – to Whom belong all glory, 

honor, and power, forever! Amen and Merry Christmas! 
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