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“I am the Alpha and Omega, 
the Beginning and the End,” 

says the Lord, “who is and who 
was and who is to come,  

The Almighty.” 
 

Revelation 1:8 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

 
That I, with body and soul, both in life and in death, am 

not my own, but belong to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ, 
who with His precious blood has fully satisfied for all my 

sins, and redeemed me from all the power of the devil; and 
so preserves me that without the will of my Father in 

heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that all 
things must work together for my salvation. Wherefore, by 

His Holy Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life, and 
makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live 

unto Him. 
 

I once heard of a Hawaiian police officer who 
conducted a traffic stop that quickly evolved into a gunfight. The 
officer had pulled over a gang member for a traffic infraction. 
When he approached the vehicle, the gangster opened fire on 
the officer with an AK-47, a high-powered rifle. The officer was 
hit 14 times before getting off a shot from his pistol, striking the 
gang member in the head, ending the gunfight. Amazingly, the 
officer lived while the gangster died and stood before the Lord.  

Most people would say the officer made a “lucky” shot 
through the slim “chance” that was given to him. Many would 
say it was a perfect example of the triumphant human will, 
where the officer's will was greater than the gang member's will, 
and therefore the officer prevailed.  

The truth of the matter, though, is this-- that Almighty 
God directed this event to its end. In fact, every incident and 
circumstance in all of life, including the eternal destiny of every 
human being, is ordained and orchestrated by a sovereign God. 
It's truly a humbling thing to think about. The Christian faith 
rests in this belief. God’s sovereignty in man’s life and the 
salvation of his soul are important and foundational issues. Your 
understanding of these things will have direct practical 
implications on your lifestyle.  

Why? It is for the very simple and yet profound reason 
that your belief on this issue will reveal to whom you look as 
your source of strength and power to believe and live the 
Christian life. Christianity is not a crutch to escape the reality of 
death and evil. It's a belief in the one, true, Almighty God who is 



directing the events of human history. A history that is full of 
good and evil, justice and mercy, tragedy and blessing, with one 
hope---Almighty God's perfect redemption.  
 

SOME FACTS 
 

The first thing we must understand is that God is 
sovereign. That means He has supreme rank and power, that He 
is self-governing, totally independent, and greatest in strength. It 
means that nothing or no one can overrule Him, especially as He 
governs this planet. Not one molecule or DNA strand is outside 
His full and complete direction. Listen to the Apostle Paul as he 
addresses the Greek philosophers of his day. “God, who made 
the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor 
is He worshiped with men's hands, as though He needed 
anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. 
‘And He has made from one blood every nation of men to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their 
preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 
so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they 
might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far 
from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and have 
our being, as also some of your own poets have said, For 
we are also His offspring.” Acts 17:23-28  

God upholds heaven and earth with all creatures and so 
governs them that herbs and grass, rain and drought, fruitful and 
barren years, meat and drink, health and sickness, riches and 
poverty, truly, all things do not come by “chance” but by His 
Almighty and invisible hand. “A man’s heart plans his way, 
but the Lord directs his steps.” Proverbs 16:9 These 
descriptions can only be used correctly when talking of Almighty 
God. “The Lord has established His throne in heaven, and 
His kingdom rules over all.” Psalm 103:19  

As God rules the universe, so also, He rules over the 
hearts and minds of men, directing the evil actions of men to a 
good and final purpose. Simply speaking, God uses the evil 
hearts of men for good. Joseph, who rose to second in power to 
the Egyptian Pharaoh, recounts this very truth to his brothers 
many years after they had sold him into slavery. “But as for 
you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, 



in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many 
people alive.” Genesis 50:20  Through all the tragedies we see 
in life, it is hard to see how God could allow and even decree 
tragedy or evil to take place. It is hard to get our minds around 
this truth, but consider the words of Jesus, how he says not to 
fear our enemies because no one will die outside of God's 
decree. “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a 
copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart 
from your Father's will. But the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value 
than many sparrows.” Matthew 10:28-31  

No one will die before his time, and no one dies 
outside of God's will. Our comfort is that whatever evil God 
sends upon us in this troubled life, He will turn to our good. 
Blessing will come from it, in some way shape or form, whether 
we see it or not. This is the kind of “fear” we have for God. It is 
not a terrifying fear of horror, but a reverence and respect for 
the awesome sovereign power of Almighty God, who works all 
things after the counsel of His own good and perfect will.  

We endure tragedy because we are called by God to 
suffer, for His good purpose, even though we may not see 
anything good in the event. Think about the ripple effect, like a 
rock being thrown into a lake, causing many ripples to run 
through the water. Like the rock being thrown into the water, 
events in life cause ripples that affect many people and cause 
them to behave differently. Any given event can change the 
course of history. As human beings, we usually cannot see past 
the first two ripples in any given event. We cannot see how 
many people are truly affected by a particular incident. Only 
God knows because He is all-knowing and all-powerful. God is 
not bound by space and time as we are.  

Each of us is called to different levels of suffering, but 
we are never to abandon our hope in God who is in control of 
all circumstances. Consider the words of Job after all his family 
was killed and his livelihood lost. “Then Job arose, tore his 
robe, and shaved his head; and he fell to the ground and 
worshiped. And he said: "Naked I came from my mother's 
womb, and naked shall I return there. The Lord gave, and 
the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the 



Lord." In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with 
wrong.” Job 1:20-22  

All life belongs to God. Job understood this and he 
also understood that God had a good purpose for decreeing 
these events to take place. Undoubtedly, Job was in a lot of pain 
and anguish. Any one of us would be! In spite of this, Job did 
not charge God with wrong. This is central to true faith. God 
knows what He is doing! “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
Hebrews 11:1 We are secure in our heavenly Father's hands, 
whether we live or die. “For none of us lives to himself, and 
no one dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord; 
and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we 
live or die, we are the Lord's.” Romans 14:7-8  

Do you believe this? You will never find peace in this 
vale of tears, which is this troubled life, if you do not believe that 
God is directing the evil purposes of men for your good. Maybe 
you have lost a loved one to a heinous crime, a terrible disease, 
an accident, or a natural death. Maybe you have been the victim 
of a terrible crime or circumstance that has scarred you 
physically and emotionally. Because of these events, maybe you 
are addicted to alcohol and trying to drink yourself to death. 
Suicide may have even crossed your mind because you think life 
is not worth living anymore. In all of these things, we may never 
see what good came or will be coming from these events in life. 
We must remember that it is a high calling from God to suffer 
and show the world that your hope will always rest in the Lord, 
no matter what evil is thrown your way. “But whoever listens 
to me will dwell safely, and will be secure, without fear of 
evil.” Proverbs 1:33 Job understood this. Can you look to Job 
as an example of how to live your life after tragedy? Will you 
love the Lord, Jesus Christ in your pain?  

It is a hard concept to grasp but once you get a hold of 
it, it becomes total comfort, because God has said, “And we 
know that all things work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose.” Romans 8:28 All events in life are directed for the 
glory of God and the redemption of His people. Do you believe 
that Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior? If you do, you have 
hope to endure tragedy, fight addictions, and other sinful habits. 



Jesus Christ is our only comfort in life and in death. There isn't 
any hope outside of Jesus Christ.  
 

Humanity: An Enemy of God? 
 

The second thing we must understand is that man is, 
not only, not in control, but also that he is fallen. This means 
that because of sin, man is estranged from, and is an enemy of 
God. “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it 
is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” Romans 8:7 
This is central to understanding the greatness of our sin and 
misery. It is the key to why evil is in the world. What happened 
to make this so?  

In the beginning, God created Adam and Eve, the first 
human beings and the first parents of the human race. He 
created them good and after His own image. “Then God saw 
everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. 
So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.” 
Genesis 1:31 God created man in righteousness and true 
holiness that we may rightly know God our Creator, heartily love 
Him and live with Him in eternal blessedness, to praise and 
glorify Him. “Then God said, 'Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.' So God created man in His own 
image; in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them.” Genesis 1:26-27 As image bearers 
of God, Adam and Eve were to glorify God by obeying Him, 
relying on Him alone, and enjoy Him forever. This is the 
Covenant of Creation that God made with the human race. 
Every human being relates to God under this covenant.  

In this covenant, Adam and Eve were created good, 
with an uncorrupted nature and will, with the ability to choose 
good or evil. While in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve 
chose to break the Covenant of Creation by rebelling against 
God. They chose to believe and rely on the word of Satan 
instead of the word of their Creator.  

God, in response to their rebellion, cursed Adam and 
Eve with spiritual and physical death, including all their children 



and their children’s children—the entire human race. That 
means that every single person born since then is under the 
curse of the Covenant of Creation. Adam stood as the 
representative of the whole human race. “Therefore, just as 
through one man sin entered the world, and death through 
sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.” 
Romans 5:12 This condition has grave and eternal 
consequences: HELL. Hell is not some place preachers made 
up to scare people into attending church more often. Jesus spoke 
more of Hell than He did of Heaven, and for good reason.  

God's justice requires that sin which is committed 
against the most high majesty of God be punished with extreme, 
that is, with everlasting punishment both of body and soul. “So 
it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, 
separate the wicked from among the just, and cast them 
into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing 
of teeth.” Matthew 13:49-50  

This is why evil is in the world and why we endure so 
much tragedy. God made man good, but man, through the 
instigation of Satan, deprived himself of eternal blessedness. 
God is not responsible. We are! We are condemned for our own 
rebellion!  

Every single one of us breaks the law of God. Jesus 
summarizes the law for us this way, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law 
and the Prophets.” Matthew 22:37-40 Do you love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, soul, and mind? Do you love your 
neighbor as yourself? The answer is NO! There is not a man or 
woman alive that can answer anything but NO to that question. 
No one keeps the law perfectly. Just the summary of the Ten 
Commandments reveals our sin and guilt. Even if we break one 
commandment, we are guilty of breaking the entire Law. “For 
whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one 
point, he is guilty of all.” James 2:10 The Apostle Paul also 
addresses this issue in his letter to the Romans. “Now we know 
that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under 
the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of 



the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin.” Romans 3:19-20 Christianity isn't 
about a bunch of hypocrites who cast judgment on everyone else 
for their sin, thinking themselves to be a holy and perfect 
people. On the contrary, Christianity starts with the 
understanding that no one is righteous in and of himself. We 
need a Righteous Redeemer who can turn away God's wrath 
from us because we all are rebellious. “O wretched man that I 
am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? I thank 
God-through Jesus Christ our Lord!” Romans 7:24-25  

In spite of our rebellion, God demonstrates His perfect 
love and mercy by establishing His Covenant of Grace. Jesus 
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through Me.” John 14:6. God directed the 
events of human history, good and evil, to reconcile His people 
to Himself through Jesus Christ. “Therefore, as through one 
man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in 
condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act 
the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of 
life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made 
sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made 
righteous.” Romans 5:18-19  

Jesus was promised long ago after Adam and Eve 
rebelled against God. God established His Covenant of Grace in 
the Garden of Eden before Adam and Eve were banished. 
Listen to what God says to Satan with Adam and Eve standing 
by, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your 
head, and you shall bruise His heel.” Genesis 3:15 God 
promised that he would raise up a Redeemer from the offspring 
of humanity (the Seed of the woman) to redeem humanity from 
the curse of God and the tyranny of Satan. From that time on, 
the gospel was proclaimed that all who would believe in the 
Promised Seed, by grace alone through faith alone, would be 
saved from the curse. Afterwards, the gospel was proclaimed by 
the holy patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) and the 
prophets; it was also foreshadowed by the sacrifices and 
ceremonies of the law; and finally, it was fulfilled by God's well-
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who is the promised Seed of the 
woman.  



Jesus is called, “Immanuel”, meaning “God with us”. 
Jesus Christ is not an angel, another god among many gods, or 
just a man. He is the God-man. “And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
John 1:14 Jesus Christ, being fully God, put on human flesh. We 
celebrate this event, the virgin birth, every year at Christmas. 
Jesus did this because the same human nature that committed 
rebellion against God must satisfy the justice of God. But one 
who is himself a sinner cannot bear the burden of God’s wrath 
or satisfy the justice of God for others. This is why Jesus, being 
fully God, took on human flesh. So that by the power of His 
Godhead, He bore in His manhood, the burden of God’s wrath 
and so obtained for and restored to us righteousness and eternal 
life. The reality is, only God could bear the burden of His own 
wrath and live or save others from it. “For He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.” Corinthians 5:21  

Jesus’ deity and humanity were united but not 
intermixed. He was not a Superman. Jesus was tempted in every 
way as we are in His humanity. Yet, He lived a perfect life, 
keeping all the commandments of God, because we couldn’t. He 
was sacrificed on the cross, bearing the burden of God’s wrath, 
because we couldn’t. On the third day after His horrible 
crucifixion, Jesus rose from the dead, triumphing over death, 
because we couldn’t. He then ascended into heaven, clothed in 
human flesh, and sits at the right hand of God the Father as our 
Mediator because no one else could represent us. Just as sinful 
Adam represented the human race at the beginning of creation, 
leading to death, so Jesus Christ is our righteous representative 
now through faith alone leading to eternal life. “But He was 
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 
and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and 
the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah 
53:5-6  

Our forgiveness of sins is that God, for the sake of 
Christ's satisfaction, will no more remember our sins, nor the 
sinful nature with which we have to struggle our whole lives; but 
graciously imputes to us (like placing an infinite amount of 



money in your bank account) the righteousness of Christ, that 
we will never come into condemnation. “but also for us. It 
shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up 
Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered up 
because of our offenses, and was raised because of our 
justification.” Romans 4:24-25 Jesus Christ's righteousness is 
our priceless possession through faith alone, not through our 
own righteousness. “Blessed is he whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom 
the Lord does not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit 
there is no deceit.” Psalm 32:1-2  

Other religions in the world expect you to be righteous 
in and of yourself, in some form. But this is impossible! All 
people are prone by nature to hate God and their neighbor. 
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
Romans 3:23 If you think you are not prone to sin, try to stop 
sinning. Try to keep the Law of God perfectly. You will just be 
frustrated. This is why all other religions are false and can never 
redeem anybody. No one can ever be good enough to stand 
before the Perfect and Holy God. “If You, Lord, should mark 
iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But there is 
forgiveness with You, That You may be feared.” Psalm 
130:3-4 The essence of Christianity is that our righteousness is 
outside of us, in Jesus Christ alone. So, how can we save 
ourselves? How can we ever be good enough to stand before a 
Holy God? The answer must be Jesus. Jesus Christ's obedience 
is OUR obedience through faith alone.  

Jesus Christ paid the penalty for sin so that all who 
believe in His righteousness alone will not suffer the 
consequences of sin and will have eternal life. “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God 
to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and 
also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 'The just shall 
live by faith.'” Romans 1:16-17  

 
 

Where does faith come from? 
 
Why do some believe and others don't? Where does 

faith come from? Are some just smarter than others? Luckier? 



What is it that changes a person? What makes a person 
completely change his way of thinking? Who gives a believer his 
hope for living?  

There are two biblical truths that must be grasped if we 
are to have a biblical understanding of the subject.  
 

#1: MAN IS SPIRITUALLY DEAD 
 

This first truth is taught in Ephesians 2:1-3, “And 
you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 
in which you once walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among 
whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of 
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.”  
What is man’s condition before he is saved? He is spiritually 
dead. What can a dead person do about his condition? He can’t 
do anything. What choices does a dead man make about 
anything? None. Why? Because he is dead! “But God, who is 
rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He 
loved us, even when we were DEAD in trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:4-6 The Bible 
says those who are lost (unbelievers) are by nature spiritually 
dead and that those who are saved have been made alive.  

Sadly, this spiritual death also begins at conception. 
Consider the words of David and how he takes responsibility for 
his sinful nature from conception. “Behold, I was brought 
forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.” 
Psalm 51:5 David also says this in Psalm 58:3, “The wicked 
are estranged from the womb; they go astray as soon as 
they are born, speaking lies.” This is a tough thing to think 
about. But consider the very fact that unborn children die in the 
womb of natural circumstances. If unborn children were born 
“innocent” without a sinful nature, then they would not die of 
natural causes. As has already been demonstrated from scripture, 
death is a result of the fall that brought physical and spiritual 
death to our bodies and souls. Every time a child dies in the 
womb, it should remind us of the rebellion of humanity. It 



should bring us to our knees, looking for mercy at the feet of 
Jesus, for ourselves and our families.  

The point of all this is that there is never any mention 
of a state in between conception and death where man can 
decide to accept or reject salvation. Man is cursed with spiritual 
blindness because the light within him has been changed to 
darkness since the fall. “Having their understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of 
the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of 
their heart...” Ephesians 4:18 So, the first biblical truth that 
needs to be understood is that before we were saved, we were 
already spiritually dead in sin, blinded, and unable to see the 
kingdom of God! “Jesus answered and said to him, 'Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.'” John 3:3  

 
 

#2: DESIRE DETERMINES CHOICE 
 

The second of these two important biblical truths 
concerns a concept that man has a “free” will and is therefore a 
free moral agent. The concept is not even taught in the Bible, 
when speaking of man. The only Free Moral Agent in existence 
is God Himself! In our sin and rebellion, we want to believe that 
we are in control of our lives and eternal destinies, free to 
choose to be good or evil, but we are not. What choice does 
man have in the matter? Man is free to choose what he wants. 
However, he is free to choose only what he wants (desires). 
Those words contain a universal principle that unlocks the whole 
issue. Man’s choice is always determined by his desire. Consider 
this illustration from Dr. Errol Hale:  

 
I love ice cream. When given the choice, I will always 

choose ice cream over other desserts for the simple reason that I 
desire it. I hate bananas. I will not choose to eat banana-flavored 
ice cream because even though I do like ice cream, I do not like 
bananas. Given the option of banana ice cream or chocolate, I 
will always choose chocolate because I love chocolate ice cream 
and hate bananas, in any form.  

But, what if I was a guest in someone’s home, and 
without asking whether I wanted some banana ice cream, I was 



served some? Would I eat it? Yes. “There,” you say, “you have 
just chosen against your desire!” No, I haven’t. Because at that 
moment, I have a stronger desire to keep from embarrassing my 
host than I do to abstain from eating the banana ice cream. 
There is never a situation, therefore, when you will ever choose 
against your desires.”  

 
Man’s desire will always determine his choices. There is 

never any situation in life where you have the ability to choose 
against your desires. This ought to be convicting for everyone. 
When I choose to sin, at that moment my desire for sin is 
greater than my desire to obey the Lord Jesus Christ.  
So, to see how man will choose, we need to see what man 
desires. Look at each of the following passages, and read them 
carefully:  
 
“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great 

in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually.” Genesis 6:5  

 
“The fool has said in his heart, 'There is no God.' They are 
corrupt; they have done abominable works; there is none 
who does good. The Lord looks down from heaven upon 

the children of men, to see if there are any who understand, 
who seek God. They have all turned aside; they have 

together become corrupt; there is none who does good, no, 
not one.” Psalm 14:1-3 

 
“And even as they did not like to retain God in their 

knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do 
those things which are not fitting; being filled with all 

unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, backbiters, 
haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil 

things, disobedient to parents, undiscerning, 
untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; who, 
knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who 

practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the 
same but also approve of those who practice them.” 

Romans 1:28-32 



 
These verses point out one thing very clearly: THERE 

IS NO ONE WHO HAS ANY HEART OR DESIRE FOR 
GOD IN HIS FALLEN NATURE—NO ONE! Man will 
always choose to do as he pleases, and only according to his 
nature. “Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard 
its spots? Then may you also do good who are accustomed 
to do evil.” Jeremiah 13:23  

The previous verses don't give us an uplifting picture 
about ourselves. We are not used to that. We love to put 
humanity on a pedestal and proclaim to the world that if we can 
just come together, we can conquer anything by the sheer force 
of our wills and control our own destinies. People all over the 
world allude to this in sports, movies, and literature. We are 
good at making ourselves little “gods” who control our little 
universes on an earthly scale.  

Let's remove all the cinema and flattering words that 
prop up our egos’. Let's be real and plain. We desire to sin 
because our hearts are darkened. But the world tells us to 
“follow our hearts” at every juncture. We ignore the word of 
God when it says, "The heart is deceitful above all things, 
And desperately wicked; who can know it?” Jeremiah 17:9 
The point is that when man is left to himself, he will always 
choose contrary to God. Man is not a free moral agent because 
by nature he is immoral and a slave to sin. “knowing this, that 
our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin 
might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves of sin....Do you not know that to whom you present 
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom 
you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience 
leading to righteousness? But God be thanked that though 
you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having 
been set free from sin, you became slaves of 
righteousness.” Romans 6:6, 16-18  

Repentance and faith are commanded of all men. The 
problem is, no one in his fallen state will choose to repent and 
believe. Instead, men choose their desires-- which are always 
against God and towards sin and death. There is then only one 
way that man can be saved: God chooses to save him by 
changing his nature and giving him the gift of faith to believe. 



Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and 
glorified the word of the Lord. And as many as had been 
appointed to eternal life believed.- Acts 13:48  
 

WHAT ABOUT YOU? 
 

Do you desire the things of the Lord? If you do, it is 
because God has placed that desire in you. He has taken your 
heart of stone and given you a heart of flesh so that you may 
believe in the Kingdom of God. “Then I will give them one 
heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, and take the 
stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, 
that they may walk in My statutes and keep My judgments 
and do them; and they shall be My people, and I will be 
their God.” Ezekiel 11:19-20  

The Holy Spirit dwells in believers and thus changes 
the disposition of our souls, taking away the blinders of our own 
sinful nature. This is called the New birth: “Jesus answered, 
"Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, You 
must be born again. The wind blows where it wishes, and 
you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes 
from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” John 3:5-8  

Are you saved? If you are, it is because God gave you 
the desire to repent (the continual turning away from sin), to 
have faith in Christ alone, and to love and follow Him.  

 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that 

not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest 
anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
“For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake” 

Philippians 1:29 
 



“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins...We 

love Him because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:10, 19 
 

RESPONSIBLE FOR CHOICE 
 

Those who do not choose God are lost due to their 
own sin. No one will be able to blame God for being lost. Every 
human being is responsible for himself before God.  

No one will be able to say that he didn't know the 
gospel or what was required of him and therefore is not 
responsible for his sin. This is because everyone has a guilty 
knowledge of God whether they have heard the gospel or not. 
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the 
truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of 
God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For 
since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did 
not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became 
futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened.” Romans 1:18-21 This can be a tough thing to grasp, 
yet the Scriptures are clear. There are many who deny it, but it 
will be to their own condemnation when they stand before the 
Lord. Those who deny the existence of God and His power are 
deceiving themselves and actively suppress the truth that is in 
and around, them.  
 

“IT JUST DOESN’T SEEM FAIR!” 
 

When we say that God chooses to save some, and not 
others, there is always the temptation to say, “That is not fair!” 
God lays it out for us in His Word and answers that temptation. 
We must not go beyond the bounds of what God has revealed 
to us through His written Word. We must remember that “Oh, 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His 
ways past finding out! 'For who has known the mind of the 
Lord? Or who has become His counselor?' 'Or who has 



first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?' For of 
Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom 
be glory forever. Amen.” Romans 11:33-36  

We are bound to what God has revealed about Himself 
and how He deals with us. God the Father, unconditionally and 
sovereignly, elected or chose a certain number of people, in 
Christ, unto final salvation before the foundation of the world. 
“just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which 
He made us accepted in the Beloved.” Ephesians 1:4-6  

Jesus Christ took on human flesh to save the people, 
who God the Father gave Him, out of this world. “But I said to 
you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe. All that 
the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who 
comes to Me I will by no means cast out. For I have come 
down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of 
Him who sent Me. This is the will of the Father who sent 
Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up at the last day.” John 6:36-39  

No one has the ability to come to the Father unless He 
has been regenerated by the Holy Spirit and given the desire. 
God, in His mercy, draws His people by giving them the desire 
and willingness to seek salvation in Christ alone. “Jesus 
therefore answered and said to them, 'Do not murmur 
among yourselves. No one can come to Me unless the 
Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at 
the last day. It is written in the prophets, and they shall all 
be taught by God. Therefore everyone who has heard and 
learned from the Father comes to Me.'” John 6:43-45  
GOD CALLS, REGENERATES, JUSTIFIES, AND BRINGS 
INTO ETERNAL GLORY HIS ELECT WHO WERE 
PREDESTINED BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE 
WORLD. This is the golden chain of redemption that no one 
can break. All circumstances and events are decreed to take 
place, working together to bring His people unto salvation. 
“And we know that all things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are the called according 
to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also 



predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that 
He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover 
whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He 
called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, 
these He also glorified.” Romans 8:28-30  

God is not unfair or unjust for saving a certain number 
of people and leaving the rest to willingly die in their own 
misery. God didn’t have to save anyone. He could have wiped 
out the entire human race, but He didn't. God is completely free 
to have mercy on whomever He will have mercy. “What shall 
we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly 
not! For He says to Moses, 'I will have mercy on whomever 
I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever 
I will have compassion.' So then it is not of him who wills, 
nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 
Romans 9:14-16 This is an issue of God’s sovereignty. God is 
God, and we are not. He has a right to do with His creation as 
He pleases. Who are we to reply against God? “Therefore He 
has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He 
hardens. You will say to me then, 'Why does He still find 
fault? For who has resisted His will?' But indeed, O man, 
who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed 
say to him who formed it, 'Why have you made me like 
this?' Does not the potter have power over the clay, from 
the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another 
for dishonor?” Romans 9:18-21  

God, in His infinite wisdom and knowledge, chose to 
make known His wrath as well as His mercy. “What if God, 
wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, 
endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath 
prepared for destruction, and that He might make known 
the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He 
had prepared beforehand for glory” Romans 9:22-23 This is 
a fearful thought for someone who doesn't believe. The wrath of 
God abides upon him. Consider what God desired to do to the 
sons of Eli, a Jewish priest. Eli's sons committed adultery and 
fornication, and desecrated the sacrifices that were to be 
wholeheartedly for the glory of God. When they were 
confronted by Eli, they refused to repent. “Now Eli was very 
old; and he heard everything his sons did to all Israel, and 
how they lay with the women who assembled at the door of 



the tabernacle of meeting. So he said to them, 'Why do you 
do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all the 
people. No, my sons! For it is not a good report that I hear. 
You make the Lord's people transgress. If one man sins 
against another, God will judge him. But if a man sins 
against the Lord, who will intercede for him?' Nevertheless 
they did not heed the voice of their father, because the Lord 
desired to kill them.” 1 Samuel 2:22-27 For His own 
purposes, the Lord did not give the sons of Eli the gift of 
repentance, because “the Lord desired to kill them.” God 
chose to let them have what they desired and they died in their 
sins. This is very humbling for believers, because if it were not 
for the grace of God upon us, we too would die in our sins like 
the sons of Eli.  

Election is essential to the gospel of Jesus Christ 
because it recognizes that salvation is completely of God and not 
of ourselves. It is the ultimate piece of humble pie. Redemption 
rests in the will of God and not in the fallen, spiritually dead, 
human will. We must not reserve for ourselves one ounce of 
glory that belongs to God. Faith and life begin with God and 
end with God.  

For the believer, this is unwavering comfort. God's 
people will be saved! The world will not come to an end until all 
the elect from every city, race, and nation have come to faith in 
Jesus Christ. God decrees and controls all circumstances to bring 
His people to faith and He has decreed that His people will 
come to Him through the preaching of the gospel. This is 
completely fair!  

Righteousness means justice. When we question God’s 
fairness, we are questioning His justice—or righteousness. 
"Therefore listen to me, you men of understanding: Far be 
it from God to do wickedness, and from the Almighty to 
commit iniquity. For He repays man according to his work, 
and makes man to find a reward according to his way. 
Surely God will never do wickedly, nor will the Almighty 
pervert justice.” Job 34:10-12  

What we need to see is that while not all men receive 
justice, justice is always served. Think of it this way. God does 
not wink at sin and just choose to ignore it. Either He will 
punish you for your sin or He has punished Jesus Christ for your 
sin already. Those who do not believe in Christ and will not turn 



from their sins receive absolute justice. They are justly 
condemned for their own sinful works. Concerning those who 
are saved, justice was served when Jesus died on the cross. He 
received the just punishment for the sins of those who believe in 
His righteousness for salvation. The lost receive justice. The 
saved receive grace, and Christ received the just penalty for their 
sins.  
 

IS THIS JUST FOREKNOWLEDGE? 
 

Some believe that God chose those He foreknew (or 
knew in advance) would choose Him. Is this true? NO! First, the 
passage in question—Romans 8:29-30—does not say that at all.  
“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He 
predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these 
He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also 
glorified.” Romans 8:29-30 The word “foreknew” does not 
refer to an action that was known about in advance, but rather a 
group of people who were known. If the passage is allowed to 
speak for itself, it will be seen that those people God knew 
(those He chose to enter into relationship with), He predestined. 
Those He predestined, He called. Those He called, He justified. 
Those He justified, He glorified. This says He knew all of those 
whom He was going to save—and He has guaranteed that they 
will be saved completely.  

 Secondly, Jesus’ words in the gospel of John teach us 
that our choice was dependent on His choice—not the other 
way around: “No one can come to Me unless the Father who 
sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
John 6:44 Some would say this drawing by God is a “wooing.” 
God “woos” people and brings them to a place of decision, but 
does not invade their freedom of choice. The error with that 
belief is this: The Greek word translated “draw” is like drawing 
water from a well. No one stands over a well and yells, “Water, 
Water, Water! Come here, Water!” That would be absurd. Those 
who come to Jesus, come because God caused them to. He 
draws them by changing their desires through the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit. He chose first. “You did not choose Me, but I 
chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 



fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you 
ask the Father in My name He may give you.” John 15:16 
He chose us. We didn’t (in a fallen state-- as dead men) choose 
Him. So, either God chose first or we did. Either He is bound 
by our choice, or we are bound by His.  
 

BUT CAN’T I REJECT GRACE? 
 

Some say man cannot choose to follow God, so God 
brings them to a place where they are able to decide for God, 
but still able to reject as well. Here are four reasons why this is 
incorrect:  
 
1. There is no such state of decision ever mentioned in the Bible. 
Neither is there even one person who was brought to a place 
where he could choose either way. If a person chooses to remain 
in sin, it is because he or she is not saved. If that person chooses 
to follow Christ, it is because he or she is born again.  
 
2. 1 Corinthians 2:14 says the lost man does not understand the 
things of God and they are foolishness to him. “But the natural 
man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.” 1 Corinthians 2:14 Only a 
spiritual (saved) man can understand. So, how can a person who 
still has no understanding of spiritual things understand enough 
to choose the way of salvation? How can spiritually dead men, 
spiritually reach out to God? They can’t.  
 
3. Ephesians 2:1-5 says the lost man is dead in sin, and the saved 
man is alive in Christ. As we have seen, dead men do not decide 
anything. Those who are alive are already saved. There is no 
mention in scripture about a state of being in between dead in 
sin and alive in Christ.  
 
4. Those who hold this position point to scriptures that say we 
are to seek the Lord and/or choose whom we will serve. It is 
true that we must seek the Lord and choose to be saved if we are 
to be saved, but our seeking and choosing are a result of His 
having chosen us first. Further, most of the passages that say 
“Seek the Lord” are not referring to salvation, but to growth in 



the Christian faith. Christians can and must choose, with God's 
grace, whether to obey the Spirit or the flesh once they are 
saved, but not in order to be saved.  
 

The bottom line of this whole issue is that 
SALVATION IS OF THE LORD. In his sinful state, man is 
unwilling and therefore unable to save himself. Every man is in 
that sinful state until he is born again. “Jesus answered, 'Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, you must 
be born again. The wind blows where it wishes, and you 
hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from 
and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit." 
John 3:5-8 Man can do nothing to save himself, can do nothing 
to assist God in saving him, and can do nothing to add to the 
saving work of God—including choosing (while lost) to be 
saved. If anyone is to be saved, it has to be the work of God. If 
salvation were in any way the work of man, then man would 
have reason to boast that he was good enough, or smart enough 
to make the right decision.  
 

WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE? 
 

There is another issue that stems from this one: The 
eternal security of the believer. For those of us who believe that 
our salvation is of God and not of ourselves, it naturally follows 
that since we did not earn it—we cannot lose it. If it wasn’t 
given to us on the basis of our works—we do not retain it on 
the basis of our works. Look at the following passages of 
scripture: “Jesus answered them, 'I told you, and you do not 
believe. The works that I do in My Father's name, they 
bear witness of Me. But you do not believe, because you 
are not of My sheep, as I said to you. My sheep hear My 
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall 
anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has 
given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 
snatch them out of My Father's hand. I and My Father are 
one.” John 10:25-30 Those who are sheep have eternal life and 



are secure in the grip of God's Almighty hand. God's rod and 
staff give us true security. His staff protects us against the world 
and Satan. His rod disciplines us and protects us from our own 
sinful desire towards destruction. We can be confident in the 
Lord that what He has begun in us, He will finish. “being 
confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good 
work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
Philippians 1:6 Nothing can take eternal life away from God's 
sheep! Absolutely nothing! “Who shall bring a charge against 
God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who 
condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also 
risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 
intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written: 
'For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted 
as sheep for the slaughter.' Yet in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am 
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:33-39 Nothing can 
separate us from the love of God. So, what about those who 
seem to be saved, but later fall away completely?  
 
“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they 
had been of us, they would have continued with us; but 
they went out that they might be made manifest, that none 
of them were of us.” 1 John 2:19  
 
"Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father 
in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in 
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' And 
then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from 
Me, you who practice lawlessness!” Matthew 7:21-23  

 
These passages clearly indicate that these people did 

not lose their salvation, but instead were never really saved. 



However, this should not open the door for reckless living, 
seeing that our works aren’t what keeps us saved. No, for it is 
impossible that those who are implanted into Christ by true 
faith, should not bring forth fruits of thankfulness. A good tree 
will bear good fruit. “You will know them by their fruits. Do 
men gather grapes from thorn bushes or figs from thistles? 
Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 
bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by 
their fruits you will know them.” Matthew 7:16-20  

There are two basic motivations to live holy lives: 
FEAR of losing salvation—which means we are relying on our 
own works to save us—which leads to legalism, or LOVE for 
the One who saved you and has commanded that you be holy. 
“but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all 
your conduct, because it is written, 'Be holy, for I am 
holy.'” 1 Peter 1:15-16 Paul said in Titus 2:11-12 that grace 
teaches us to be holy. “For the grace of God that brings 
salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age.” Titus 
2:11-12  

Those who think it is perfectly acceptable for 
Christians to continue to live ungodly lives, or that true 
Christians habitually do live ungodly lives, do not understand 
and have not been taught by grace! Jesus said, “But why do you 
call Me Lord, Lord, and not do the things which I say?” 
Luke 6:46 Those who want the world more than they want the 
Lord ought to be warned that those who love Jesus will have a 
desire to obey Him and live for Him.  

 
QUESTIONS OFTEN POSED 

 
1. Doesn’t this make us mindless, emotionless robots, or 
puppets?  
 
No. God has put into your being the desire to breathe, drink, 
eat, and sleep. That has not reduced you to a mindless, 
emotionless robot or puppet. God has not taken away our ability 
to make choices. We make choices according to God's Word 



alone, knowing that God sovereignly guides our steps. God does 
not tell us His secret will (the outcome of everyday events). We 
must step out in faith with “the evidence of things unseen.”  
 
2. Doesn’t 2 Peter 3:9 say that “God is not willing that any 
should perish?”  
 
YES. The book is written to those who are in the faith (1:1). 
This is mentioned again in 3:1, where Peter addresses himself to 
“beloved.” The immediate context (3:8) is again the “beloved.” 
The context reveals that God is not willing that any of His elect 
should be lost. That is why He has delayed His coming as long 
as He has. The whole passage is referring to the elect.  
 
3. Hebrews 6 and Hebrews 10 contain verses that seem to say 
that it is possible to fall away and lose one’s salvation. Please 
explain.  
 
A.) Both passages conclude by saying that these hypothetical 
arguments do not refer to true believers. (See Heb. 6:9, & 10:39)  
 
B.) Hebrews 6 describes the religious man who knows about the 
Lord and has benefited from his relationship with the church, 
but not one who has been born again. (See 1 John 2:19)  
 
C.) If Hebrews 10:26-ff. we’re saying that willful sin would cause 
one to lose his salvation we all are lost! Which of us has not 
sinned willfully?  
 
4. Hasn't God said in His word that salvation has appeared to all 
men and that Jesus is the Savior of the world?  
 
These passages in scripture were emphasized because 
throughout the history of the world, until the time Christ took 
on human flesh, salvation was only of the Jews. God directed his 
saving mercy only within the nation of Israel. Jews had to be 
reminded that Jesus came to die on the cross, for the sake of the 
elect of every city, language, and nation-- not just Israel.  
 
5. Doesn't James 2:24 say that we are NOT justified by faith 
alone?  



 
No. The whole point that James is making is that we are justified 
by faith alone but not a faith that is alone. In other words, true 
faith will bring forth good works, otherwise it is not true faith. 
True faith that is formed in man by the hearing of the Word of 
God and the operation of the Holy Spirit, sanctifies him and 
makes him a new man, causing him to live a new life, and freeing 
him from the slavery of sin. Therefore, it is impossible for this 
holy faith to be unfruitful in man. We are not speaking of an 
arrogant or vain faith, but a faith that excites man to the practice 
of those good works which God has commanded in His Word. 
“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 
doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 
for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately 
forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into the 
perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a 
forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be 
blessed in what he does.” James 1:22-25  
 
6. Can our good works save us or add to our salvation in any 
way?  
 
No. Even our best works in this life are all imperfect and defiled 
with sin. Our good works must proceed from true faith and are 
sacrifices of thanksgiving to God for HIS work in us. “So 
likewise you, when you have done all those things which 
you are commanded, say, 'We are unprofitable servants. We 
have done what was our duty to do.'” Luke 17:10 
 

Children of the Covenant 
 

There is nothing more precious to us then our children. 
This love for our children is common to humanity because of 
the image of God that we possess. Within the triune Godhead, 
the Father loves the Son and the Holy Spirit, just as the Son 
loves the Father and the Holy Spirit, and likewise the Holy Spirit 
loves the Father and the Son. We see this attribute of God 
reflected in us.  

With this in mind, God enters into relationship with us 
and our children, according to the Covenant of Grace. Parents 



who believe in the righteousness of Jesus want the same for their 
children and they have found hope in the promise of the gospel. 
"He will bring you a message through which you and all 
your household will be saved." Acts 11:14  In Acts 16:31-33, 
Paul and Silas are asked by their jailer, "What must I do to be 
saved?" They reply, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will 
be saved-- you and your household." As a result, 
"immediately he and all his family were baptized." Acts 
16:31-33 In contrast to the curse that fell upon Adam's children 
and those who continue under the curse of the Covenant of 
Creation, the Christian parent’s hope is that God will grant their 
children the gift of faith to believe in the righteousness of Jesus 
alone. We can see this distinction between the children of 
believers and unbelievers very clearly in the Second 
commandment. “For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to 
the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but 
showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and 
keep My commandments.” Exodus 20:5-6  

God has promised, within His Covenant of Grace, to 
be a God to those who love Him and keep His commandments 
with their children. “For the promise is to you and to your 
children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord 
our God will call.” Acts 2:39 Parents place the sign and seal of 
the Covenant of Grace on their children, which is baptism. The 
baptism itself does not save them. It is simply recognition, by the 
parents, that God is a God to their children according to the 
Covenant of Grace. “But the mercy of the LORD is from 
everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, And His 
righteousness to children's children, To such as keep His 
covenant, And to those who remember His 
commandments to do them.” Psalm 103:17-18  

The Covenant of Grace is essentially the same in the 
Old and New Testaments. Just as God promised to be a God to 
all of Israel's children, the children of believers of every race, 
language, and nation are now set apart under this new time 
period of the Covenant of Grace. This new time period is the 
New Covenant made with every believing family of every race, 
language, and nation. “You are sons of the prophets, and of 
the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to 



Abraham, and in your seed all the families of the earth shall 
be blessed.” Acts 3:25  

God says that even one believing parent sets apart the 
children as “holy.” “For the unbelieving husband is 
sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified 
by the husband; otherwise your children would be unclean, 
but now they are holy.” 1 Corinthians 7:14 No one is ever 
considered “holy” outside of God’s Covenant of Grace. 
Children of believers are set apart by God as children of the 
promise. It is because of this promise that believing parents 
teach their kids the doctrines of the faith. “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your strength. And these words which I command 
you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 
down, and when you rise up.” Deuteronomy 6:5-6  

It is a beautiful sight, to see the children of believers 
confess their belief in Jesus, at the time when God grants them 
this gift. It is a testament to the parents and to the community of 
believers that God is faithful to His covenant promise. Although 
some of our children may not come to faith, God predominately 
saves the children of believers. This is the hope of the Christian 
family. 
 

In Summary: The Five Essential Points Of The Gospel 
 

Many great theologians from throughout history have 
taught these doctrines like Augustine, Martin Luther, John 
Calvin, Theodore Beza,  J. Gresham Machen, John Murray, 
Cornelius Van Til, BB Warfield, Jay Adams, and RC Sproul are 
just a few names who are familiar to many.  

As you can see, all that has been presented here is 
nothing new. These teachings, commonly known as the Five 
Points of Calvinism, were recovered during the Protestant 
Reformation in the 16th Century. However, though John Calvin 
was certainly one of the greatest theologians and pastors of all 
time, he did not invent these doctrines. He did not even place 
them into the five point format that we will see below.  

The Synod of Dort in 1618-19 organized John Calvin’s 
teachings concerning salvation into what was originally known as 



“the Five Main Points of Doctrine in Dispute”.  They also came 
to be known as the “Canons of Dort”. This Synod of the 
Reformed Churches of the Netherlands became an international 
council with twenty-seven representatives of foreign churches 
being invited to participate. With delegates from Germany, 
Switzerland, and England, the Synod represented a consensus of 
all the Reformed Churches, bringing together many of the great 
Reformed theologians of the day. Interestingly, these delegates 
not only affirmed the five essential truths of the gospel, but they 
also believed in the practice of baptizing the children of 
believers. “Since we are to judge the will of God from His 
Word, which testifies that the children of believers are holy, 
not by nature, but in virtue of the covenant of grace, in 
which they together with the parents are comprehended, 
godly parents ought not to doubt the election and salvation 
of their children whom it pleases God to call out of this life 
in their infancy.” First Head of Doctrine, Article 17, the 
Canons of Dort  

These Canons prepared by the Synod were organized 
and written in great detail in order to contrast the true gospel 
from heretical teaching that was prevalent in the church at that 
time. Years later, these Canons were later summarized and 
shortened into the famous “Tulip” format. Here are the five 
essential truths of the Christian Gospel, also known as the five 
points of Calvinism in the “Tulip” format. A brief definition 
follows each.  
 
1. TOTAL DEPRAVITY All men are sinners, and therefore 
under condemnation. This does not mean men are as sinful as 
they could be, but rather that a) mankind is totally sinful, and b) 
every area of man’s being has been adversely affected by sin. All 
men are sinners, and therefore are sinful. In fact, the entire earth 
is cursed. Plants die, there are natural disasters, and we work 
with blood, the sweat of our brow, and tears. (Is. 64:6; Ps. 14:1-
3; Rom. 3:10-23)  
 
2. UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION Those who are elected by 
God to be saved were not chosen on the basis of any personal 
merit, but by God’s sovereign will. (Acts 13:48)  
 



3. LIMITED ATONEMENT Jesus only died for His people, 
who were chosen before the foundation of the world. This does 
not mean that Christ’s death cannot atone for the sins of all 
men, but that it will not atone for the sins of those who reject 
Christ and ultimately are lost. Jesus didn’t die in hopes that some 
would believe. Jesus died for a specific group of people: the 
elect. This point refutes both universalism (the belief that 
everyone will be saved) and the notion that salvation is left to 
the choice of unregenerate men. (Jn. 6:39-44; 10:26-28)  
 
4. IRRESISTIBLE GRACE The sinful nature of the elect is not 
greater than the grace of God. Those whom God has chosen to 
save will be saved. (Jn. 6:39-44, 10:26-28; Acts 13:48)  
 
5. PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS Those who are truly 
saved will persevere to the end—none of them will fall away—
because God is faithful to keep those whom He has saved. Jesus 
is a complete Savior who saves completely. This is due to His 
faithfulness, not ours! (Jn. 6:40, 10:27-28; 1 Jn. 2:19)  
 
 

In Conclusion 
 
We profit greatly from knowing that God created, and 

by His providence upholds all things. We may be patient in 
adversity, thankful in prosperity, and for what is future have 
good confidence in our faithful God and Father, that no creature 
shall separate us from His love, since all creatures are so in His 
hand, that without His will they cannot so much as move.  

Ask God for understanding as you read His word and 
contemplate these doctrines. “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One 
is understanding.” Proverbs 9:10 God’s word is complete and 
therefore we must not add to it or take anything away from it. 
“Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put 
their trust in Him. Do not add to His words, Lest He 
rebuke you, and you be found a liar.” Proverbs 30:5-6 Search 
the scriptures in order to have a biblical basis for your belief. 
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be 



complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 
Timothy 3:16-17 Be sure you think through and are ready to 
accept the inevitable implications of your belief. “For the word 
of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no creature 
hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to 
the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.” Hebrews 
4:12-13  

Look for a church that embraces the Sovereignty of 
God and the theology of the Protestant Reformation. Seek to 
worship the Lord with those brothers and sisters in Christ. We 
are saved to a community of believers. We are not meant to “go 
it alone” because Christ is building His church. Out of the whole 
human race, from the beginning to the end of the world, the Son 
of God, by His Spirit and Word, gathers, defends, and preserves 
for Himself unto everlasting life a chosen communion in the 
unity of the true faith. “And I also say to you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” Matthew 16:18 
Remember this. The Gospel message in not an invitation, it’s a 
command from God. Beware, “For the message of the cross 
is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 1:18.  

Turn away from your sin and believe in the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, and He will be a God to you and 
to your family. May Almighty God grant you, and your family, 
the gift of faith to believe. And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 
nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former 
things have passed away." Then He who sat on the throne 
said, "Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, 
"Write, for these words are true and faithful." And He said 
to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the 
water of life freely to him who thirsts. Revelation 21:4-6  
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